messages going to tne aaolescent, wno is supposea to become adult and responsible in handling intoxicating chemicals that basically make him or her irresponsible."
Does the Drinking Age Make a Difference?
Every state in the nation has a minimum drinking age, ranging from 18 to 21. As of June 1, 1985, 3 states set the minimum age at 18, 12 set the limit at 19, 2 set the limit at 20, and 34 (including the District of Columbia) set the limit at 21 (although several of these allowed beer sales to 18- or 19-year-olds).
The primary justification for drinking ages greater than 18 is concern over traffic accidents involving young people who have been drinking. Each year approximately 5,00.0 lives are lost in alcohol-related traffic accidents in which the driver is under 21. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
Alcohol abuse can be a major problem on college campuses, where most students reach
the minimum drinkin? CIVS in an emrimtlmpttt mnrlrarl h\l ranrtll nrroec   ^r:  nl^nlir.1 n»Jtion programs, no matter how fully such programs may be designed, dolescents are also under particularly intense pressure from mass media and popular culture. During a stage in their 5 when they are particularly susceptible to such messages, lescents are barraged by enticements to drink in television ws and advertising. Alcohol is a theme in popular music, omic strips, and particularly in movies. (Who cannot re-nber a popular film in which the protagonist was an incor-Dle, but ultimately attractive, drunk?) Schuchard particularly :cts to such messages on young people's T-shirts as "Party /ou. puke," "Avoid hangovers, stay drunk," and "I don't e a drinking problem—I drink, I get drunk, I fall down. No 3lem."
